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New Trends in Tourism Development under Globalization: A Review of
Sustainable Tourism and Ecological Transition

Chen Liang
Kyonggi University, Suwon City 623002, Republic of Korea

Abstract:In the context of deepening globalization and increasing ecological pressures, the tourism industry, as one of
the most dynamic sectors of the global economy, is undergoing a profound transformation from a traditional growth
model to a sustainable development paradigm. Focusing on sustainable tourism and ecological transition, this review
systematically examines the structural changes, theoretical evolution, innovative practices, and future trends of tourism
development under globalization. The findings reveal that globalization has reshaped the supply—demand structure,
fostered product innovation, and transformed consumption patterns in the tourism sector, while simultaneously
intensifying challenges such as resource depletion, ecological degradation, and social inequality. In response, sustainable
tourism theory has evolved from the concept of “environmental carrying capacity” to a systemic transformation approach,
forming a multidimensional framework centered on ecological protection, social equity, and value co-creation. At the
practical level, ecological transition is driven by innovative models including green infrastructure development, digital
technology empowerment, nature-based capital utilization, and community co-governance. Comparative case studies
from Europe, Asia, and the Global South demonstrate that institutional support, technological innovation, community
participation, and multi-level collaboration are key pillars in promoting sustainable transformation. Looking ahead,
global governance coordination, technological advancement, theoretical paradigm shifts, and behavioral transitions will
become critical drivers of sustainable tourism. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of new trends in tourism
development under globalization and provides valuable insights for policymaking and practical implementation.

Keywords: Globalization; Sustainable tourism; Ecological transition; Innovation models; Future trends
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