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The Predicament and Way Out of Digital Design Aesthetics: A Critical Inquiry

HanXu!

! Yantai Institute of Science and Technology, Yantai, China

Abstract: The impetus for this paper arose from a debate I encountered last winter on a design forum. A veteran
interface designer with twenty years of experience lamented that clients today speak of nothing but "algorithmic
recommendations" and "user personas,” while no one discusses old-fashioned concerns like "whether this color
feels comfortable" anymore. This debate made me realize that the penetration of digital technology into the field of
design is no longer merely a matter of tool replacement, but a profound displacement of the entire aesthetic
discourse system.

This article seeks to examine how digital media reshape the aesthetic cognition and value judgment of design,
departing from this deeply felt technological anxiety. I have found that the proliferation of interactive interfaces
shifts aesthetic experience from "viewing" toward "operation"; algorithmically generated design destabilizes the
traditional subjectivity structure of "author-work"; and the immersive experiences catalyzed by virtual reality
technology challenge the distanced aesthetic model to which we are accustomed. These changes are not simple
technological advances, but involve a reconfiguration of the fundamental categories of design aesthetics. Based on
these observations, I propose a design ethos of "digital humanism," emphasizing the reconstruction of balance
between technological efficiency and sensuous value. The analysis in this paper draws primarily on theoretical
resources from phenomenological aesthetics and the philosophy of technology, while also incorporating specific
design cases for discussion.

Keywords:design aesthetics; digital technology; interaction design; algorithmic generation; embodied cognition;
critical theory



	数字设计美学的困境与出路：一个批判性的考察

