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The Upgrading of Manufacturing Industries in South Asia and the Participation
Pathways of Chinese Enterprises: A Comparative Study of India and Bangladesh

Tang DeXin
Zhuhai College of Science and Technology, Zhuhai, 519000,China

Abstract: The rise of manufacturing in South Asia is reshaping the global industrial landscape. India and Bangladesh
represent two distinct industrialization paths: the former driven by innovation and market scale, the latter by cost
advantage and export orientation. The participation of Chinese enterprises has accelerated industrial upgrading in both
countries, forming an interactive development pattern. This study compares the manufacturing structures, policy
orientations, and development stages of India and Bangladesh, and explores the strategies, cooperation models, and
localization processes of Chinese enterprises under differing institutional and market conditions. The findings indicate
that Chinese firms in India primarily pursue a dual approach of technological collaboration and market penetration, while
in Bangladesh they emphasize capacity cooperation through industrial parks and supply chain integration. Key
challenges include policy uncertainty, infrastructure bottlenecks, labor skill mismatch, and geopolitical risks. Moving
forward, Chinese enterprises should promote coordinated policies, green transformation, and value co-creation to achieve
synergistic manufacturing development in the region. This research contributes to understanding the interaction between
South Asia’s manufacturing upgrading and China’s globalization strategy, offering both policy implications and
theoretical insights for sustainable regional cooperation.

Keywords: South Asian manufacturing; Chinese enterprises; India; Bangladesh; industrial cooperation; regional value
chain
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