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Innovative Practices and Development Paths of County-Level Public Libraries
in Promoting National Reading

Wang Dan
Hefeng County Library, Hefeng, 445800, China

Abstract: With the promotion of “National Reading” as a key national cultural strategy, county-level public libraries
have become increasingly important in the construction of grassroots cultural systems. They serve not only as channels
for knowledge dissemination but also as the most accessible cultural spaces within the public service network. This study
explores the innovative practices and development paths of county-level libraries in promoting nationwide reading.
Findings indicate that while these libraries generally face challenges such as limited resources, insufficient personnel,
underdeveloped digital infrastructure, and weak social collaboration mechanisms, they are also demonstrating vitality
through institutional innovation, local brand creation, digital engagement, and cooperative partnerships. In many regions,
distinctive reading models have emerged, such as localized reading brands, library—school co-construction programs, and
online reading platforms. The paper argues that future progress should focus on improving institutional guarantees,
strengthening talent development, deepening digital transformation, and fostering multi-sector collaboration. Ultimately,
the essence of reading promotion lies not in the number of activities but in nurturing the public’s intrinsic desire to read
and making reading a sustainable way of life. The enduring cultural value of county-level libraries is reflected in their
ability to foster this quiet yet powerful cultural continuity.

Keywords : County-level library; National reading; Public cultural service; Digital transformation; Reading
promotion
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