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Abstract: In February 2026, the Strait of Hormuz was effectively closed amid a military conflict between the United
States, Israel and Iran, disrupting the transit of about 20 million barrels per day of crude oil and 19% of global liquefied
natural gas (LNQ) trade, and posing severe challenges to China, which relies heavily on Middle Eastern energy imports.
Drawing on authoritative 2025—2026 data from China Customs, the IEA, the EIA and the Baltic Exchange, this paper
reviews the literature on energy corridor security and constructs a feasibility assessment framework consisting of 5
dimensions (geopolitical risk, economic cost, capacity ceiling, timeliness of supply and technological maturity) and 16
indicators. The results show that under a full blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, China could cover 100% of the supply
gap in the short term by releasing commercial inventories, adjusting refinery utilisation and suspending refined product
exports; in the medium term, incremental imports from non-Middle Eastern sources such as Russia, Brazil and Angola,
combined with full-load operation of overland pipelines and the diversification of shipping routes, could fill 75%—85%
of the gap; and in the long term, a resilient energy import system featuring land—sea coordination, multi-source
complementarity, coordinated production and storage, and new energy substitution should be established. Finally, a
phased capacity-building strategy and a pathway for international cooperation are proposed, providing quantitative

decision support for China’s energy security under extreme geopolitical scenarios.

Keywords: Strait of Hormuz; energy import corridor; alternative pathway; energy security; geopolitical risk
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